TWAS Tle Nielt KeFope

CHRISTMAS

TWAS tUe Nielt BeFore clRiSTMAS,
WLEN ALL THRou6l fUe House
Not A CReAfuRe WAS STIRRING, NOT eveN A Mouse,
Te stockiNGs were [uNG RY Tle cliMNeY WitH CARe,
IN [JoPes THAT ST NiCUOLAS SOON woulD Re flLeRre;

Te cliLDReN weRre NestleD ALL SNuG N TlLeiR BeDs,
WHILe VISIONS OF Su6AR-PLUMS DANCED [N flLIEiR HeADS;
AND MAMA N [JeR 'keRrclieF, AND 1 IN MY CAP,
HAD Just settleD ouR BRAINS FOR A LONG WINtTER'S NAP.

WLHEN ouf ON fle [AWN tlere AROSE Sucl] A CLAtTTER,
[ SPRANG FROM Tle BeD fo see WUHAT WAS TLe MATter
AWAY to fle wiNDow 1 Flew Like A FLASH

Tore oPeN fle SHufTers AND fHRew uP THe SASH.

TUe MooN oN tle Breast of fle New-FALLEN SNow.
GAve fUe LustRe oF MiD-DAY to oRJects Relow,
WHEN WHAT To MY WONDERING Si6lt SHoulD APPEAR,
But A MINIATuRe SLeiGl, AND ej6UT TINY ReIN-DeeR,

Wit A LittLle oLD DRiver, SO LivelY AND Quick,
1 kNew N A MOMeNT it mMusT Re St Nick
MORE RAPID TLAN eAGLeS [liS COuRSERS fLeY CAMe,
AND e WUisTLeD, AND SHouteD, AND CALLED fHeM BY NAME:

‘Now, DASLieRl Now, DANCERI Now, PRANCER AND VixeNi
ON, cometl ON, cuPiDl oN, DONNER AND Blitzen
To fle foP of fle Porcll fo fle foP of file WALL
Now DASH AWAY! DASH AWAY'! DASH AWAY ALL!




AS DRY LeAves tUAT BeFoRe tHe WILD LUuRRICANE FLY.
WLEN ey ™Meet witll AN OoRStAcle, MouNt fo fle skY.
So uP to fle |JouSe-toP fle couRSers tuUeY Flew,
WITU fUe steield Full oF ToYs, AND ST NicLOLAS too

AND tHeN N A TWINKLING 1 LJEARD ON tlle Roof
Te PRANCING AND PAWING OF eAcH LitfLe Hoof

AS 1 DREW N MY [IeAD, AND WAS TuRNING AROUND,
DOWN Tle cliMNeY St NicoLAs cAMe Wit A BOUND.

He waAS DresseD ALL iN FuR, FRom LS LeAD to Lis Foof,
AND Llis cLotlles weRre ALL tARNiSUED WitH ASHesS AND Soof:
A BunDle of ToYs e UAD FLuNG ON s BAck
AND e LookD Like A PeDLAR JuSt oPeNiNé His PAck

His eyes Low tuey twiNkLeD! LiS DiMPLeS Llow MERRY!
His cleeks weRre Like roses Lis Nose Like A CLERRY!
His DROLL Little Moutll WAS DRAWN uP Like A Row,

AND TLe ReARD ofF Lis CUIN WAS AS WHUite AS THe SNOW;

TUe stumMP of A PiPe le elD fieUt iN Uis teefy,
AND fle smoke it eNcircleD is LeAD Like A WREATL:
He UAD A BROAD FACE AND A LifTLe ROuUND ReLLY,
TUAT sHook wleN e LAu6leD, Like A RBowlFull of JellY

He WAS CLuBRY AND PLuMP, A Ri6UT JoLLY olD eLF,
AND 1 LAUGHED WHEN 1 SAW UiM, IN sPite oF myselF,
A WiNk oF Lis eYe AND A twist of Lis LeAD,
SOON GAvEe Me to kNow 1 [JAD NOTIING TO DREAD;

He sPoke Not A WORD, But WeENT STRAIGUT TO IS WORK,
AND FiLLD ALL fHe stockiNes; flleN fuRNeD Witll A JeRrk,
AND LAYING LIS FINGER ASIDE OF Lis Nose,

AND GiviNG A NOD, uP fle cliMNeY [le RoSe;

He SPRANG to LIS sLei6l, to Lis teAM GAve A WUIstLe,
AND AWAY TUeY ALL Flew Like fUe DowN oF A fUistLe
But 1 LEARD LM excLAM, eRre e DRove out of sieUT,
'HAPPY  clRiSTMAS to ALL,.
AND fO ALL A 600D NjGUT.




